
The Kennedy cover-up 



‘W hoever killed Kcoaedy, the «»ce- respected 
intelligence igearirs mi the United States had 
made frantic, deliberate efforts to ohscare 
the evideace aad hide vital witnesses’ 



Atitfumy Summer* produced (ha week * 
‘ I'uiframa ' rrprrrf on the Kennedy emu 
tmiiMiit iBBO). TV> reporter was Michael 

i # m krrt‘lf 

A bar in an Oxford alleyway a Vmg taw 
*£<> in my Life Early evening Umiak, first 
*rrter* lined up on the counter for famiur 
In Corners i>n 2t November rfCS f was 
;» student **d jobbing to pay the bills, try- 
mt ;ni anuhilr to break into television. Tbe 
h rf *k nearly came at seven o'clock that 
when the telephone rang behind the 
l*.»r The editor of Gra*a4a‘s World m 
M?»-n was talking fast, on two lme* at 
‘•nee. lustlmg up reporters and researchers 
f«»t «t » harter flight to Dallas. Texas. He 
asked me io leave for Heathrow by tail in 
half an hour. It seemed a stupendous 
journalistic chance — until they rang back 
lo sa> they had found someone with more 
experience As the world’s journalists 
raced to Dallas. I west on pulling pints 
The killing of iota Kennedy it a elaefe£, 
pigeonholed N n the memories of millions. 
M 16 a riiche. too. to say that the moment 
the bullets struck borne in Deaiey Plaza 
took the breath away from an era as well 
as a president. But it is true, and it directly 
altered the experience of any journalist 
who was to spend these last dozen years 



covering foreign affair* and the United 
Stales Perhaps that is exactly what it was 
Mruffed to da. for aftei the * lone nut 
Oswald, was in Wi turn murdered as 
rumour piled on disturbing scraps of evid- 
ence with every passing year, il seemed 
maeaaipgly plausible that the crime was 
the mutt of a monstrous conspiracy by 
■■wriiM men of power Or was that 
puramaia. bom of inevitable legend’ 

Tbr Kennedy aosassinatioa Has been for 
mr a story of eudiess fascination, but one 
beep away from. It has a p pe a red what 
mduad it can be: a mire of half truth 
waiting to swaflou up jourmahstic reps? a 
tlsws. I was surprised, last summer, when I 
let myaelf be persuaded into some initial 
research. It was Washington in May, stale 
with that pohUcai dirt which seems io cling 
and dn* ■ot least because, for so many 
Americans, the effluent of the last years 
still seems more relevant than the caM of 
Carter. First, there were mountains of 
books — in the United Slates a man mav now 
pick his versim of the truth from 250 
volumes. Then there were the people to 
be sifted, the Imodreds of American citi- 
zens. of all political colours and all ages, 
who squirrel tireleauly towards their holy 
grail. • Who Killed Kennedy, and Why? ' 
And always there was an awareness that 



this is rv>t yrsteidiu’s story after all that 
hardlv a day goes by without some iresh 
revelation or reports of another witness 
violent h -ilcnced. 

We »‘*entualh started filming ’he day 
after Christmas The restraints ..f the 
medium had •- -v» i forced this octopus 
of a story inside ( i iidi nt'^ > ailed a shooting 
schedule. • Mir celluloid p*-?. option of 
myriad Kenned \ elu»** * i- ? • b» aptured, 
for better or for whim u *’ or weeks of 
putting film through the tamcra. Quite 
coin* idenlallv we began where it had 
ended for l*»hn heonrdv. in downtown 
Dallas 

Below H.t g i, • <4 d. |i\,is 

School Book l)e|MiNittir\ . where t Oswald 
allegedly once snapped off ihree shots in 
live seconds hed »> n mol ley id 

tourists cam** u# *p .»nd iislen tu pi • - 
poslerous theoru- *r.»m instant exprtt> 
We moved among »h» m with the agi :r»g 
man who wa^ Ualla |»<»|j<c it ■» f in l'wn. 
Jesse Currv >?umbi rig d little rvow a> h» 
led us up *he lamous nr*'*, knoll. Ciiii. 
still smarts from the • uU .»i ihe pr* ss u> . 
blamed his police f« m* ’**i inefficieiM > ••n 
I he day of the lion, .md lb. »» r 

for allowing Oswald to be fell, cl h lack 
Ruby inside his police station Rein * d now 
he had decided ti> speak out more than 
ever before I was travelling in the lead 
car. right in front of the piesident, and I 
immediately suspected that the first shot 
had come from in fiont — not from behind, 
where Oswald was I cannot say that I be- 
lieve there was one man. and one alone, 
shooting.* 

' And Curry insisted on one anomaly the 
Warren Commission chose — as it so often 
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• planted fingei pnnts . W« ° get an 
Pick your expert and .f, Uv l( , 

answer to fit ans thesis But. * S , P * wh .. h 
, h e foreigner there are some facts w 

«•*" *t.ll sh.«k * t M*ia> le.lf. *' ru- 

cal piece agent con- 

assassination No! *° note delivered 

fessed that he had tony ’» "^"^ald 
to the KB1 ottee be rtushed 

before th, a '' H dlJ s „ on orders 

froTh. superior, who had m turn, tt 

pence a, ..f Texas £*" a( , ro ed 

viewed mb. '" ,* 1,1 ' ' W as SC anda- 

^sssrar.Trss.5 

when all the activities of the CIA « 
flushed out then maybe the ^ ^ 

of the Kennedy assassination 

k r„ worked on. as witness succeeded 

srr s* sarr -sra 

yim tke aasaasination — immediately nex 
ttJSZSo wn name, that of Lee Harvey 

OmU 



~ "mi Gaudct can only stonewa.. 
SLsS: a coincidence, and I m gotnjf 

to stick with that story . C.»u-‘ 

‘° But the coinetden^s a^nd * .h GW 

del. He admitted that he met Uswat^ 
describe him in detail. •"<* had ,^n him 

in the company of “ oth C r h*d been 
Gaudet was angr\ that his c ^ 

blown, hoped we would symP^ w^ 
him and blurted out: I think us»«a« 

a patsv. I think he was: set ^.F 

" 1 wouldn't put .1 above the CIA to use 

hi We asked Gaudet whether, if the agency 
we asKfo VJ i^.ihcyaanre ourpo^f. 



they would have admitted It 



utd have «amiwu — 

G.udet Not even to the W.i^nCom-M 

c T.Tr^n‘f r -:s s o rz;rs 

Oswald passed a i*sasiinition. 

months shortly * ,pre cl ^^“« Vieux 

There, in the Ung^ street. of 

2=KS£=SKsS 

assassination witnewes and r ** ,r 'j" rs 

And e h ven Hthe wSnj* do £> 

himself that time does pom 

harder to sustain tnat attitude 
when he wmes face to face mth mterv.e- 
ces living 14 vears on, in daily fear of thw 

chancing his evidence by th* * . 

mv publicly whet * W ‘“TT 
Mid seemed to 
we Aimed him «*v«lly, 
corded hi* “ * 



timi and again whether me enu 
really ever Justify the interviews in the 

C * Perhaps so if vou believe the man who 
claimed he saw Oswald r ^ a ^ dl > wl ^ 
known FBI officers but could not U II m 
Warren Comm, ss, on the full «or> because 
•Ten days before I was due lo R “ £* 11 
mnnv 1 was threatened with m> lifi b. 

FBI agent * (the witness named the agent) 
r* \ Kid me he would get r.d of my ass. 

h * Perhaps^ 'so^f you believe the Teamsters 
Union man who brought us across th 
c.,tes to tell us about threats made 

hi had reported to the Justice ^P arMn “"‘ 
toiore their deaths Whal that witness had 
m mv was confirmed be a distinguished 
Judge who had listened in on the witness s 
telephone calls, so we chose to .believe him 
when, failing to show up for the inter 

» :rz.s-JL 2 ri.«r«>- 



appointment with you but for ^?/Vhink 

£hm: 

d .*T press over here will be turned 

K SeV^fthe injuTlices' handed 

d wn and l want mv chUdren not to haw 

to live with it. because until now they ha se 

only known fear, death, and the threat 

d *ln h Miami there was another former CIA 
ln !n Vecuna Once found and 

that* was difficult, he talked readily enough^ 
Vaciarw had suitable credentials-he ts • 
^ban exile who admiU * *"g g£ 
to kill Gaatro on behalf nr tne 
I« when he “..ted Amende s Chile, using 
* IIC * neseawi inside a televiMon camera. 
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ftX eill. group. Juat after the 
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•' 1 ' Vi . i. »i i i«ild us. the same 

• •Mi- r hi r.i ht ip fa Ornate a story 

U .it “suald lltld , (>lu , d lhc L * asfro nmsu *. 

i »«* m M* \i' ,, ( s — to smear the com- 
mmiiNi:* am! divert ifenhon from Oswald’s 
i ♦•;*! movi men » 

Oswald s i ui movements? For the inves- 
ii^atn; m* like .1 double and some- 

l,:,irs tin j 1 j 1 |i|i • shadow on the face of the 
«nmI> Sixties lie was Marine and amateur 
Marxist deteetnr to K11 %mj an d then pro- 
»md anti Castro activist all in one 

Senator SchweiKei who in 1975 chaired 
I'll s, r Hr eomnuftr. .nie«tigating the role 
"i the i 1 \ and lh»* FHl m connection with 
the assassination told us: * All the Irnger- 
pnnts I found during m> l« months on the 
select committee pom’ to Oswald being a 
product of. or mtcrai ntut with, the intel- 
ligence agencies . m . trw is tha* ^ rre 
was a relationship between the Cuban v ,»n- 
nectiun and the assassination and m> view 
is that more than one person wav involved.* r 

I think 1 shall remember best . witness 
called Sylvia Odio. who told the Warren 
Commission that, one night before the 
Kennedy assassination. Oswald had been 
in her house in the company of two an* 
Castro exile guerrillas That evening to 
seemed shy and nervous, and stood stfeafla 
aside while the others talked revolts** 
Next day. one of the Cubans telephoned to 
talk about the American He seemml 
insistent on hammering home the p«S 
that Oswald was * an expert marks mad. 
would be a tremendous asset to anyone 
we Cubans should have shot President 
Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs, we CubaM 
didn t have any guts, we should do some- 
thing like that.’ 

I do not pretend to know that anti-Caatto 
Cubans killed the president, or that Lto 
Mafia — in league with elements of the CIA 
— had Ruby silence Oswald. I do kno* 
however, the reaction of the Warren Cato 
mission chief counsel, when senior staff 
drew his attention to the testimony of Sylvia 
Odio. whom they regarded as a highly 
credible witness He said testily: * We are 
supposed to be dosing doors, not opening 
them.’ From my studies, that is a fair 
epitaph for the Warren Commission. 

As for Sylvia Odio. she agreed to give us 
her first-ever interview, and for no reward, 
even lliough an American network once 
offered her a fee of £10.000 She told her 
stor> and. in ihe ungracious w-v of tele- 
vision journalists, we dropped it in, m the 
Panorama film because it was complicated 
and we lacked space But her reply when 
1 asked her why she had at last agreed Im 
speak publicly was uncomplicated, and apt. 

I guess 1 have a feeling of frustration 
after so main wars I feel outraged that 
we haw n..t discovered the truth, when I 
think that the American public needs to 
know the truth for history’s sake, for all 
of us I think it s because I’m angrv very 
angry, because of all the forces I cannot 
understand, and there is nothing that I 
can do against them. That is why I am 
here ' 

In Washington this year, the . Congrto 
sional Assassinations Commit toe works 
in camera. The press *^1 it afitmto? 
others doubt its honest Intentions. 

politics. President Kennedy is dead. 




